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development of the industrial prosperity of India, but we may not
all agree upon the measures to be adopted for the purpose.

Whatever may be the individual views, it will not be disputed
that, if the new resources of wealth can be created, it will encour-
age the development of national life and national character,
but this is only if the development is based upon the general
welfare of the community. That must always be the supreme
test. I refrain from further discussion upon this most interesting
subject which should be approached with the desire to judge its
effects upon India and the prosperity of its people. It should
not be decided by preconceived views regarding the relative
advantages of Free Trade and Protection, but by consideration
of the relative advantages and disadvantages to India of a
change in her fiscal policy. The eventual responsibility for the
fiscal policy of this country and of the various steps that may
have to be taken, must rest upon the executive authorities. It
is with the Government of India that the final responsibility of
determining these questions in India must eventually remain.
There are, of course, questions which1 will have to be considered
in the Legislature and, obviously, some matters will have to be
discussed with the Home Government, whether a tariff is adopted
or not, whether other means may be adopted of investigating
and arriving at the conclusion, the burden must ultimately rest
upon those at the head of the Government here. I mean that
the Government cannot delegate its functions to Boards. I
do not suggest there is any real divergence between the views
I have expressed and the report of the Commission. Indeed,
I think that the conclusions are much the same and that when
considering the application of the recommendations in their
bearing upon the revenues of the country, there should be an
examination, and it necessarily must take place by the Govern-
ment, for the purpose of testing the effects of the recommendations
upon the production of revenue.

I do not wish to enter further into this subject at this moment,
except to say that I cannot but think, as at present advised,
that the advantage would always be in favour of one enquiry
instead of the addition of another enquiry following the first.
What seems to me essential is that when these matters are con-
sidered an investigation should be made into an industry for the
purpose of considering whether it would be wise in the interests
of the country generally to impose a tariff in regard to that
industry for the purpose of protection, I cannot but think that
it would be desirable that the Government should itself take